
Anne Kathryn Akers
April 21, 1934 - March 18, 2026

Anne Kathryn Akers, a long-time resident of Montreat, North Carolina,
departed this life on March 18, 2026, after a brief illness. A woman of deep
faith, she looked forward with confidence to the eternal life Christ has
promised to all who put their faith and trust in Him. 

  Anne was born in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, on April 21, 1934, one of
seven children of Elmer and Anna Wolfenden. After graduating from high
school in Glenolden, Pennsylvania, she attended Philadelphia College of the
Bible (now Cairn University), and after graduation became secretary to the
College’s president. Later she worked as a corporate secretary, commuting
daily by train into downtown Philadelphia. In 1966 she reluctantly left her
Pennsylvania roots to move south, accepting a position in Charlotte, North
Carolina, as secretary to Dr. Leighton Ford of the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association. 

  She soon realized this move was providential; shortly afterward she met her
future husband, The Rev. John N. Akers. Anne and John wed in Charlotte on
June 15, 1968, and were married for 58 years. In the early years of their
marriage Anne enjoyed the role of faculty wife, first at Belhaven College (now
Belhaven University) and later at Montreat College. Anne was always deeply
involved with both faculty and students, as well as the local church. For
several years she was chair of the Presbyterian Women’s work in the
Montreat church. She especially had warm memories of living in Scotland,
where John completed his Ph.D. in ecclesiastical history at the University of



Edinburgh.  
  Several years after settling in Montreat, John accepted a position with Billy

Graham, focusing especially on the opportunities that were opening up for Mr.
Graham’s ministry in the communist-dominated countries of Eastern Europe,
and later China and North Korea. This often involved extensive travel and
sensitive negotiations. Throughout this time, Anne’s constant prayers, resilient
faith, and steadfast love and support were essential to his ministry. 

  In addition to John, Anne leaves behind their son, Tim (wife Jennifer) of
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and one surviving sister, Bette McKinlay, of Seattle,
Washington. She also leaves behind numerous beloved nieces, nephews,
grand-nieces and grand-nephews. She was especially close to the children
(and their families) of her brother Dr. Elmer Wolfenden (wife Beverly), who
viewed the Akers’ Montreat house as their home while their parents served
with Wycliffe Bible Translators in The Philippines. 

  A private interment service was held at Forest Lawn East in Matthews, North
Carolina. A public memorial service will be held on April 18, 2026 at 2pm at
Montreat College’s Graham Chapel. In lieu of flowers, please consider a
special gift to Wycliffe Bible Translators or Christ Community Church
(Montreat).



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

APR 18. 2:00 PM (ET)

Graham Chapel at Montreat College
310 Gaither Circle
Montreat, NC 28757
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Bette - April 19 at 01:01 PM

From Bette, I was always there when John traveled. I had this job
until Carrie got old enough to take over. Arch and I went on some
trips overseas with them and we traveled well together. One time
we had gone with them to Australia where we watched Tim when
John and Anne were busy. Tim was such a good son that when we
went sightseeing Tim refused to cross the street because ,”mom
said I am never to cross the street without her”. Arch had a fit
because of course there was a rock shop he wanted to visit across
the street. He never made it. Arch and I enjoyed a number of trips to
Rock Shows examining fossils and agates with Anne and John and
laughing and telling stories. We loved to remember the dining room
table when we were children and the laughter at meal times when
we were all together. I miss her very much. Sending love and
prayers to John, Tim, Carrie, Steve, David, Sandy, and their
families. Sending love to Grace and Mary.

Buffy - April 17 at 11:25 AM

The constant love and contact in a life always moving! I don’t know
how she kept such loving relationships up when we were spread so
far and wide but there was never a doubt she loved us and we were
in her prayers. So loved by all of us and such a sweet sister to
mom. Hard to think of the world without her in it. Remember her
telling Randy where to sit when we got into his boat and how they
made us laugh with their banter. Wish I could have sat at the dining
room table more in Glenolden or Montreat. Thankful to look forward
to sitting with her at the wedding feast of the Lamb one day.
Amazing woman! Changing the world one person at a time and left
a loving memory in our lives and hearts.
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April 01 at 12:03 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Anne Kathryn Akers.

Commissioner F. - March 30 at 03:22 PM

Commissioner F. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Anne Kathryn
Akers.

https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

