
Arnold Don Sgan
May 29, 1939 - November 27, 2020

Arnold D. Sgan of Asheville, NC, formerly of Medford, MA, died on Friday,
November 27, 2020. 

 Arnie was a graduate of the Univ of Massachusetts. He then served three
years in the US Army as a cryptographer, before attending the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, earning a PhD in Educational Supervision. 

 He taught at UNCA before joining the NC Dept of Public Instruction. In 1977,
he joined the staff of Western Regional Education Center, where for the next
24 years he worked as an English education and writing consultant with the
seventeen school systems in WNC. He was also active in Holocaust studies in
the schools. 
Arnie was active in his beloved Temple Beth-Ha-Tephila, as congregation
President and Brotherhood President. 
He enjoyed participating in local theatric groups. He appeared as an actor in
Asheville Community Theater and was best remembered as Solomon in “The
Price,” and as Mr. Van Daan in “Diary of Anne Frank.” He was also an active
member of the Autumn Players reader’s theater group. 
Arnie volunteered at Meals on Wheels, Habitat for Humanity, and the Jewish
Community Center during his retirement. 

 And he was a life-long ice hockey fan. Go Canes! 
 Arnie leaves his loving wife, Doris Foulds Sgan, cherished sons, Mark Sgan,

and Dr. Stephen Sgan and his wife Megan Sgan; as well as five adored
grandchildren; Caroline, Abigail, Jack, Madeline, and Will. 



He was predeceased by sisters, Janet Small and Lee Zinner. He is survived
by brother, Mathew Sgan, sister & brother-in-law, Ellie & Richard Burgess, and
numerous beloved nieces and nephews, and their families. 

 His family thanks all the friends who helped drive him to local venues and
events, the Water Street gang in MA, and the many caregivers who were so
kind to him in his last days. Arnie will be remembered by his friends and family
for his quick wit, sense of humor, and his special skill with words and a
phrase. 
Private funeral arrangements are being handled by Morris Funeral Home and
condolences may be sent to the family at www.morrisfamilycare.com. 

 A celebration of Arnie’s life will be held at a future date to be determined.



Cemetery Details

Riverside Cemetery

53 Birch Street
Asheville, NC 28801
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Arnold Don Sgan

Karen Hukari - December 30, 2020 at 09:25 AM

Doris and family: I just learned today of Arnie's passing. I met him in
Florida when we were tablemates as AP Lit readers. He always
made helpful comments and explained what was going on to newer
readers such as myself. Arnie was resourceful, funny, and kind. I
am honored to have known him.

Jane Roda - December 01, 2020 at 03:10 PM

Doris, I was so sorry to learn of your loss. Will be thinking of you in
the days to come, wishing that good memories will help you through
it all.

Alice Hart - November 30, 2020 at 07:39 AM

Arnie was one of the finest people I have known as he worked daily
to strengthen programs in schools throughout our region. He was
tireless in working to ensure the best possible education
opportunities for students. He was supportive and always ready to
help those of us on the front lines. I am grateful to have known him.



MS

Mike Stevenson - November 29, 2020 at 08:27 AM

Arnie Sgan was a man who was so at ease with himself, so
engaged in learning and teaching, and so accessible to others; all
that and more made him a generous man with a keen sense of
fairness and justice. I only wish that I had more opportunities to be
around him and get to know him better. Loved his wonderful sense
of humor as well. My best wishes to his family, especially Doris,
Mark, and Stephen as they adjust to life without Arnie's being
beside them. 

  
Mike Stevenson


