Carol Beth (DeKoven) Samsky

February 14, 1947 - January 1, 2024

Carol Beth (DeKoven) Samsky, born in Chicago on February 14, 1947, died at
her home in Asheville, N.C., on January 1, 2024, after dealing with the
neurodegenerative disease ALS. She allowed the experience to serve as a
pathway toward better understanding her own mortality.

Throughout she was fortunate to have the love and support of her family:
Jeremy Samsky, her husband of 55 years, her son Ethan, his wife Monica,
and their children Isaac and Hannah, and her son Alex, his wife M.K., and
their child Zeno; her brother Richard and his wife Susie, her sister Linda and
her husband Michael and her brother-in-law David and his wife Lana; and so
many of her nieces, nephews, and cousins.

So many wonderful friends and neighbors were there for her as well,
continuing to visit, even when she was unable to speak. Technology provided
a way for her to be able to communicate so that she was able to maintain
those vital connections.

Carol received degrees from Boston University, New York University, and
Loma Linda University. She was a cytotechnologist by profession. By the end
of her career, she had become the supervisor of an anatomic pathology
department, overseeing Cytology, Histology, and Autopsy sections, and was
also teaching at Loma Linda University.



When Carol and Jeremy retired, they left Riverside, California, to come to
Asheville. This move brought them closer to their East Coast family and it was
here that Carol pursued her love of the arts. She designed furniture that
Jeremy built for their new home. She also renewed an earlier interest in
ceramics, producing Judaica pieces that sold at the Congregation Beth Israel
Gift Shop, as well as crafting unique, expressive pieces, like her "bird boxes."

Carol was committed to the Jewish ethic Tikkun Olam ("repairing the world").
Actions in support of social justice, no matter how small, were prioritized.

In addition to those mentioned above, Rabbi Levine, along with the Beth Israel
Congregation provided much care and guidance. Much gratitude is also due
to Hospice Care and Susan Trombley, her home care aide.

The funeral service will be held at Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) 229
Murdock Ave., Asheville, 28804 on Thursday, January 4, 2024, at 11 a.m.,
followed by interment at Lou Pollock Cemetery, and concluding with a Meal of
Consolation back at CBI.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to one of the following:
* The ALS Association, North Carolina Chapter (ALSNC.ORG)

* Congregation Beth Israel of Asheville (Bethisraelnc.org)

* American Jewish World Service (AJWS.org)



Cemetery Details

Lou Pollock Cemetery

North Louisiana Avenue
Asheville, NC 28806

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JAN 4. 11:00 AM (ET)

Beth Israel Synagogue
229 Murdock Ave
Asheville, NC 28804
http://www.bethisraelnc.org

Interment at Lou Pollock cemetery to follow service with a Meal of Consolation back at the Synagogue after
the Interment


http://www.bethisraelnc.org/

Tribute Wall

Decades ago, Carol was one of my cytology instructors at Loma
Linda University and later my supervisor during my internship at the
VA hospital. She was such a kind and modest person and was a
wonderful instructor, patiently explaining everything in the most
helpful way. | did not stay in touch with her after | finished my
education and | do regret it, especially now that | found this obituary.
I am also suffering from a terrible chronic neurological disease and
wish | had known about her ALS as we could have been supportive
for each other. | also wonder if the xylene and other reagents we
used in the lab could have some connection to these diseases.

She was a sweet person and will be remembered lovingly by many,
myself included.

Nola - February 21, 2025 at 08:32 PM

Carol was one of my cytology instructors, a mentor and friend. I'm am
just learning of her passing. My deepest sympathies to Jeremy and the
whole family. Carol was a kind, loving and patient person. | am so glad
she was able to go back to her art after leaving the cytology field. She
is remembered fondly by all who knew especially her former students.

Meg Tavares - April 09, 2025 at 08:26 PM

Alice lit a candle in memory of Carol Beth |

(DeKoven) Samsky

Alice - June 11, 2024 at 11:21 AM



