
John Thomas Spake, Jr.
October 20, 1938 - June 15, 2023

John Thomas “Johnny” Spake, Jr. 84, of Asheville, NC, passed away on the
evening of Friday, June 15, 2023, at Mission Hospital, after experiencing a
stroke while in the hospital recovering from heart surgery. 
Johnny was born on October 20, 1938, at home in a house on Brook Street in
the Biltmore Village. Some of his fondest memories were of his childhood
growing up in Biltmore Village and later spending most of his career working
there also. 

 

After Johnny graduated from Biltmore High School in 1958, Johnny joined his
stepfather in the running of Tri-Co Service Station, also located on Brook
Street, in the Biltmore Village. After the closing of the gas station in 1987,
Johnny joined his stepfather and brothers to work at Pulliam Properties in
property maintenance until his retirement in 2005. 

Johnny was a member of the Biltmore Masonic Lodge #0446 and an Oasis
Shriner. 

 

Johnny was predeceased in death by his mother, Norma Faye Pulliam, and
his stepfather, Winston Walden Pulliam. He is survived by his wife of 61 years,
Billie Joyce Bunn Spake; their son, John David Spake; and two grandsons:
Walden Alexander “Alex” Spake and Oliver Seabury Spake; their mother, Holli
Alexandra Tow; his brother, Winston Walden "Rusty" Pulliam, Jr.; his



stepbrother, Lawrence Calvin "Larry" Pulliam; his nieces and nephews: Ava
Elizabeth Pulliam, Parker Lawrence Pulliam, Dustin Calvin Pulliam; and his
great niece and nephew: Reese Marie Pulliam and Talyn Beckett Pulliam. 

 

The family would like to thank all the members of the medical community that
provided Johnny with excellent care and the family with tremendous support
including Dr. Richard Bock, Dr. Kent Williamson, Dr. Tom Gleason, the nursing
staff of Mission’s Cardiac Intensive Care Unit (CICU), the neurologists of
Mission's Stroke Center and especially Dr. Rick Arwood of Blue Ridge Premier
Medicine, Johnny’s primary care physician, who was irreplaceable to the
family in navigating the prior 7 weeks of medical appointments and
procedures. The family will be forever grateful for Rick’s support and
guidance. 

 

The family will have a private graveside service at a future date and in lieu of
flowers, please consider a donation to The Givens Communities Ministries
fund for the care and preservation of the Norma F. Pulliam Chapel at Givens
Estates via Givens Development 2360 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, NC
28803 or 828-771-2649.
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October 07, 2023 at 11:15 AM

John Thomas Spake, Jr.

LARRY MCDEVITT - June 26, 2023 at 02:36 PM

Dear Billie Joyce, I read about Johnny’s passing, and it sounds like
you all shared a long, loving, and productive life together for over 60
years. Dershie and I are also nearing that milestone, and I can’t
begin to imagine what life would be like without her. So I can only
guess what a tough, difficult time this must be for you. Though our
paths haven’t crossed in years, I wanted you to know that there’s an
old friend out here who’s thinking of you, cares, and hopes you’re
doing ok. My best, Larry (McDevitt)

Kimberly Dawson - June 21, 2023 at 12:41 PM

My family traded at Tri-Co for many years, until they closed. I have
great memories of going there with my Dad and hanging out in the
office drinking coke and eating peanuts out of the vending machine
while they talked cars or whatever the news of the day would be. As
a teen, I was given 1 tank of gas a week by my father. He kept up
with the tickets I signed. I remember running low a few times and
Johnny or Mr. Towe would leave the ticket unsigned.... Dad caught
on to me eventually. It was good while it lasted! If I ever needed
anything car related and Daddy was not available, I always went to
Tri-Co. Pully and the whole family treated their customers with so
much care. Wonderful folks! 
Kimberly Holt Dawson



DP





Dewey P. - June 20, 2023 at 03:07 PM

Dewey P. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of John Thomas
Spake, Jr..

June 20, 2023 at 08:25 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of John Thomas Spake, Jr..

June 20, 2023 at 08:25 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of John Thomas Spake Jr..

https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

