Joyce Hill

October 12, 1929 - June 17, 2025

Iva Joyce Hill was born on October 12, 1929, in the small Texas Panhandle
town of Canadian to George and Gladys Hill, both now deceased. She
graduated from West Texas A&M in Canyon, TX, in 1949 and went on to
pursue additional studies at Scarritt College (1952) and George Peabody
College (1957) in Nashville, TN, Union Theological Seminary in New York City
in 1963, and the New School for Social Research in 1975.

In September 1951, she was accepted as a candidate for missionary service
in Latin America and commissioned by the Board of Missions of the Methodist
Church in January 1952. She was assigned to the Methodist Church in Cuba,
where she taught English in mission schools in Havana, Camaguey, and
Cienfuegos from 1952 to 1960. In the fall of 1959, she also served for a year
at the rural social center in Santa Rosa, near the city of Matanzas.

Following her departure from Cuba in 1960, Ms. Hill was assigned to Buenos
Aires, Argentina, where she worked alongside the national director of
Christian Education and served as director of a church-sponsored residence
for university women. In 1965, she was reassigned to Chile, serving as
treasurer for the mission funds in that country.

In 1968, she became one of the executive secretaries for Latin America and
the Caribbean with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United



Methodist Church, based in New York City in 1968—a position she held until
her retirement in 1994.

Fluent in Spanish, Ms. Hill also served as a simultaneous translator for United
Methodist and ecumenical meetings, enabling Latin American leaders to
speak in their native language. This gift led her and two colleagues to pioneer
the first simultaneous translations in French, Portuguese, and Spanish at the
United Methodist General Conference in 1976. Even after her retirement, she
continued serving as a translator for board meetings, United Methodist
Women Assemblies, and General Conferences for several years.

In retirement, she became active in her local church in Norwalk, Connecticut,
serving on the leadership team of United Methodist Women and as Lay
Leader and Annual Conference member for many years. In 2018, she moved
to the Brooks-Howell Home in Asheville, North Carolina, and became a
member of St. Paul's United Methodist Church in Asheville.

Ms. Hill is survived by her sister, Leta Hill Guild of Lansing, Michigan; her
brother, Dr. Gene Hill (Glenda) of Asheville, NC; two nieces and one nephew:
Barbara Guild Czajka (Gordon), Misha K. Hill (Hope), and Annika Hill Weis
(Clint); and five great-nieces and one great-nephew. She was preceded in
death by her niece, Susan Guild Wild (Michael).

A memorial service will be held at the Brooks-Howell Home Chapel in
Asheville, North Carolina, on June 26, 2025, at 3:00 p.m., officiated by Rev.
Kelly Dotson and Rev. Stephanie Foretich-McKey. Following the service,
Joyce’s cremated remains will be interred in the Brooks-Howell rose garden.

Memorial donations may be made to Brooks-Howell Home, St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church, or a charity of your choice.
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My parents, the Rev. Keith and Rev. Marilynn Hamilton, were also
United Methodist missionaries, but in the countries of Bolivia and
Peru during my formative years of growing up. The name "Joyce
Hill" was very familiar to all of us, as she would visit us in our home
on behalf of the Board of Global Missions and became a household
name. It was very special to know that she would be coming, and
our family went "all out" to prepare a meal to share with her. | am so
happy to know more about her ongoing ministries and impact on the
world and church through her many gifts and translation abilities.
What a fruitful and long life she lived! Blessings to you, her
extended family, and much gratitude for her beautiful, connecting
life of advocacy for others. She may have been my role model, and |
didn't even realize it!

Rev. Laura Hamilton Truby, Oregon City, OR

Laura Truby - July 03, 2025 at 05:10 PM

Jpyce and | became good friends when we served on the Interfaith
Center for Corporate Responsibility. We roomed together at those
annual meetings. The year | was studying in preparation for taking
the Law School Admission Test, | locked her our of our room every
afternoon and took more of the sample tests. Wa laughed and said
she was one of the reasons | did so well on the LSAT. The afternoon
I moved to Brooks-Howell, she came over to welcome me even
thought she said she had been told not to come! | was so glad to
see her and very thankful for her welcome.

Sallt Curtis AsKew - June 26, 2025 at 09:11 AM



If ever anyone lived life intentionally, it was Joyce. It was a privilege
to know, love her and serve her within the Brooks-Howell
Community.

Deborah A Lewis-Smith - June 24, 2025 at 01:30 PM

Joyce was good friend of ours and we kept in contact over the years.
We met when she was a missiomary to the Methodist Church in Chile
in the 1960s and we visited each other in Chile, Canada and the US on
several occasions throughout the years.On her last trip to Chile we
travelled to the Villarrica region where the volcano has recently
erupted. We were accompied by my husband Arturo Chacén and our
dear friend Flor Rodrigez.

Florrie Snow Chacén - July 21, 2025 at 03:16 PM



