
Mr. Kirk Monroe Johnson
August 5, 1954 - November 18, 2022

Kirk Monroe Johnson, 68, passed away at his home in Spruce Pine, NC on
November 18, 2022, due to complications related to heart disease. He was
born on August 5, 1954, in Augusta, GA, the firstborn of Victor L. and Val B.
Johnson. Kirk resided in Spruce Pine, NC and Vero Beach, FL. 

 In 1968, the family moved from Augusta to Asheville, NC where Kirk
graduated from Asheville Country Day School, Class of 1972. He attended the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and graduated with a B.A. degree
in geography. Following graduation, Kirk started his career in retail
management at Woolworth’s, and then Sky City Stores. 
He joined the U.S. Army in 1984 and retired in 2005 as Sergeant First Class.
During his years of service, Kirk received the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, the Army Commendation
Medal, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, the Army Achievement Medal,
the Good Conduct Medal, and the National Defense Service Medal. He is a
veteran of Operation Desert Shield & Desert Storm during which he received
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and the Southwest Asia Service
Medal with 3 Bronze Service Stars indicating participation in ground
operations in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and Iraq. Kirk was also awarded the
Kuwait Liberation Medal from both the government of Saudi Arabia and of
Kuwait. He was fluent in five languages. He used his Russian and Serb-
Croatian language skills in Germany and Russia where he was involved in
important treaty negotiations and contributed to matters of national-level



intelligence. He received the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal for his
insightful contributions. For his time served in Germany, Russia, and Africa he
received the NATO Medal and Overseas Service Ribbon. 

 Kirk was gifted in many areas. He excelled in music (piano, guitar, banjo,
drums) and drawing. He was passionate about the world and U.S. history, and
genealogy and loved learning about different cultures through his many global
travels. Music was a mainstay and when Kirk’s father brought home “Meet the
Beatles”, he was hooked and shortly thereafter he formed a garage band with
his two sisters as his biggest fans. He was truly a connoisseur of good food,
spirits, and all types of music genres. His world travels regularly combined his
love of international cuisine and places of historical significance. 

 To the very end, Kirk held fast to his happy memories of being raised in
Augusta, GA, and Asheville, NC. While he loved Augusta, he grew to love and
embrace Southern Appalachian/Blue Ridge Mountain culture and beauty.
Several of his closest, lifelong friendships were made during his childhood
years. At heart, Kirk was a man with strong faith and devotion to family,
honesty, kindness, humor, intellect, and thoughtfulness. In his final years, he
loved nothing more than to spend time with his two younger sisters reliving the
stories and laughter they shared while being raised by their beloved parents,
Val and Vic Johnson. 

 Kirk’s life was immeasurably enhanced by his 29-year marriage to his ex-wife,
Martha, and they remained the closest of friends. He is survived by his only
child, Julian Johnson of Boston, MA, sisters and brothers-in-law, Vicki
Johnson Fritsch and Ed Fritsch, Diane Johnson Wilbanks and Marlan
Wilbanks, nieces, Lauren Seiple Crites, Sarah Victoria Fritsch, and nephew,
John Thomas Fritsch, as well as beloved cousins, aunts, and uncles. 

 A Celebration of Life service will be held on Saturday, December 10th, at
11:00 am at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Asheville, NC. The family will
receive friends immediately following the service. 

 In lieu of flowers, please donate to one of Kirk’s favorite charities: Asheville
Buncombe Community Christian Ministry (ABCCM), United Negro College



Fund, Catholic Charities USA, or International Orthodox Christian Charities. 
Morris Funeral & Cremation Care is serving the family and condolences and
memories may be sent to the family through our website at www.morrisfamilyc
are.com.



Cemetery Details

Lewis Memorial Park

415 Beaverdam Road
Asheville, NC 28804

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

DEC 10. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
10 N. Liberty Street
Asheville, NC 28801
http://stmarkslutheran.net/

http://stmarkslutheran.net/
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October 07, 2023 at 11:15 AM

Mr. Kirk Monroe Johnson

Louis Zagami - April 05, 2023 at 03:02 PM

I just found out about Kirk's passing. 
I will miss this man! 
We had many great conversations over dinner or just coffee. May
God give you strength and comfort during this sad time but fill you
with hope in His Resurrection! 
Lou Zagami International Orthodox Christian Charities. (IOCC)

December 09, 2022 at 06:51 PM

<a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518"
target="_blank">Memorial Trees</a> was purchased for the family
of Mr. Kirk Monroe Johnson.

Katherine Smart - December 09, 2022 at 05:35 PM

I have known Kirk since we dated at Asheville
Country Day School. I have so many fun, fond
memories of our time together then. Although
we didn’t see each other for many years, we
instantly resumed our friendship more recently.
Kirk has always been dear to me, and I will
miss him in many ways. I loved his humor, wit, kindness and
friendliness. Rest in peace my special friend! My deepest
condolences to his family, whom he loved dearly.
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ROGER AND LOURDES - December 08, 2022 at 07:17 PM

ROGER AND LOURDES purchased the Full Of L
ove Bouquet for the family of Mr. Kirk Monroe
Johnson.

guy ryd - December 02, 2022 at 01:44 PM

we offer our condolences to Julian and to you martha as well as
Kirk's family, he was a very good friend to us! we will think a lot of
him Brigitte Guy and Marine France Portugal Australia
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Claudia Chennells - December 02, 2022 at 05:20 PM

Kirk is a great loss of a wonderful human and brother. He lived his life
to the full. Sending love and condolences to Vicki and Diane and
family. 
Claudia Shook/Chennells, South Africa
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ROGER KENT - December 08, 2022 at 07:09 PM

Kirk is our Cousin by marriage, a wonderful gentleman who loved his
family, his country, and was always a joy to converse with. A man of
great knowledge with wisdom about history, culture, music, events
round the world, with a keen interest in his family and friends. We love
Kirk and will miss him as his journey takes him to heaven. Love, Roger
and Lourdes

https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 01, 2022 at 02:12 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mr.
Kirk Monroe Johnson.

https://www.morrisfamilycaregroup.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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