
Mr. Marvin Albert Koch
July 29, 1915 - February 4, 2012

Marvin Albert Koch, 96, of Asheville, died Saturday, February 4, 2012 at John
F. Keever, Jr. Solace Center. A native of Owensville, Missouri, he was son of
the late August Frank and Elizabeth Emma Kottwitz Koch. In addition to his
parents, he was also preceded in death by his daughter Anne Koch Harter. 

 

He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Eunice Thomas Koch; his son, Robert
Alan Koch of Norcross, Georgia; his granddaughters, Christiana Kittrell of
Sterling, Virginia, Michele Jackson of Ellicott City, Maryland, Lisa Swoboda of
Towson, Maryland, and Caroline Emily Koch; and his great-grandchildren,
Elizabeth Kittrell, William and Benjamin Jackson, and Ian and Phoebe
Swoboda. 

 

Marvin was raised on a Missouri farm during the years of the Great
Depression and his humble beginnings quickly taught him the values of
dedication, hard work, and optimism. His farming days would later lead to a
love of gardening – he grew vegetables and beautiful azaleas and other
flowering shrubs. Strolling through the Koch backyard was like a trip to the
botanical gardens. 

He attended Central Wesleyan College and received an associate degree in
education, initially considering a career in teaching. His first job was as an
employment interviewer. His career took a halt with his entry into World War II



at the age of 26. He was in active service for four years, serving in the United
States Army as a military personnel officer, including years in North Africa
commanding a hospital detachment. 

 

Following his years of service, Marvin began what would become a 27-year
career with the Veterans Administration, building on his wartime experiences
and directing personnel operations at several VA hospitals across the country,
based in Washington, DC. His military and civilian career responsibilities in
personnel operations turned out to be an ideal fit for Marvin’s genuine
enjoyment of working for the betterment of others. 

 

Marvin’s retirement in 1974 brought him and his family to Asheville. He
became an active member of his new community, conducting fund-raising
campaigns at the YMCA, volunteering at the Council on Aging, and assisting
at the office of US Congressman Bill Hendon. The move to Asheville also
began Marvin’s long run as a loyal fan of the Atlanta Braves, almost never
missing a game. In his 38 years of cheering for the team, they were World
Series champions only once, but ever the optimist, Marvin always believed
that next year would be the year for them to win. 

 

His retirement years also gave Marvin the opportunity to build and sell
affordable homes to several families around Asheville and Weaverville. He
took great care in selecting all the finishings and details, ensuring that the
homes were of good quality, but still a good value. Many times the new
homeowners were young families buying their first home and Marvin would
lend them enough to be able to make the purchase. He would establish a
caring relationship with the homeowners and would often excuse a late
payment during a difficult month, not unlike his favorite actor, James Stewart,
in “It’s a Wonderful Life”. 

 

In his later years, Marvin took an interest in learning about his extended



family. He embarked upon a project to research his ancestors and
contemporary relatives and thoroughly enjoyed meeting many family
members he had not previously known. In the end, he wrote and published a
book, documenting for future generations all of his findings. 

 

From the college buddy who wrote “I have never known anybody I am more
proud to call my friend” to his work colleague who noted regarding a
commendation for Marvin “We have materially benefitted from your leadership
and guidance – you have effectively directed a difficult program with positive
results,” Marvin was universally admired and respected throughout his life. 

Indeed, Marvin loved people and people loved him, but his greatest source of
happiness and pride was family. Nothing put a smile on his face and a twinkle
in his eye like when he would tell stories about his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren. In his younger years, he helped guide them, whether
it was as a volunteer at nursery school or a youth basketball coach at the
YMCA. In his later years, he beamed with pride seeing his children mature
and the children of the next generations be born and grow. 

 

Undoubtedly, the greatest love of his life and his source of happiness and
laughter for 51 years was his wife Eunice. Theirs was the truest of friendships,
the most giving of partnerships, and the most loving of marriages. 

 

In every way, Marvin was the definitive gentleman and a friend to all he met.
He will be forever loved and missed, but the example by which he led his life
will never be forgotten. 

 

A funeral service will be held 11:00 AM, Tuesday, February 7, 2012 in the
chapel of Morris Funeral Home, 304 Merrimon Avenue, with Rev. Keith
Turman officiating. Interment will follow in Lewis Memorial Park. The family will



receive friends one hour prior to the service at the funeral home and following
the graveside service in a reception at Givens Estates in the living room of
Asbury Commons. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Givens Estates,
2360 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, NC 28803. 

 

Morris Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. Condolences may be sent
through the website www.morrisfamilyfuneralhome.com.



Cemetery Details

Lewis Memorial Park

415 Beaverdam Road
Asheville, NC 28804

Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 7. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Chapel of Morris Funeral Home
304 Merrimon Ave.
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 252-1821
info@morrisfamilycare.com
http://morrisfamilycare.com

Service

FEB 7. 11:00 AM (ET)

Chapel of Morris Funeral Home
304 Merrimon Ave.
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 252-1821
info@morrisfamilycare.com
http://morrisfamilycare.com

mailto:info@morrisfamilycare.com
http://morrisfamilycare.com/
mailto:info@morrisfamilycare.com
http://morrisfamilycare.com/


Tribute Wall
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Morris Funeral Home - February 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Morris Funeral & Cremation Care created a Tribute Video in
memory of Mr. Marvin Albert Koch

October 07, 2023 at 11:15 AM

Mr. Marvin Albert Koch
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Ronnie Ford - October 28, 2016 at 08:03 AM

I had the pleasure of working for Marvin for roughly 17 years i guess
at his home in Asheville . Marvin loved the outdoors we would work
long days in the yard there. We had a big pile of compost way down
in ack that i would bag off with the mower and dump and every year
we would wheel barrow it all over that place and put it around all
kinds of plants and shrubbery. Marvin was a great great person he
enjoyed people and enjoyed working with them. When my wife and i
bought our little home Marvin helped me with my loan so i could get
it then i borrowed the money against it so i could give him his
money back. Not many people will help others any more but he did
that for me of course i paid payments to him until i rolled it over.
Soon after i bought my home i became ill with heart problems in fact
i was working at Marvins when some pain hit my chest i told Marvin
i had to go i was having trouble .And that ended most of my lawn
care jobs that i had established . Well it was not long until the Kochs
Marvin and Eunice moved to givens Estates and i never did get to
go there to visit them i talked to them by phone some.And when
Marvin past away i never knew about it for some time .And since
have lost contact with Eunice i know Bob lives in GA maybe Eunice
lives there . Any way i thought the world of Marvin And Eunice they
were as family to me. I worked many a day with them i really
enjoyed working with them for the years that i did .They were two of
the finest people i have ever known.

PATRICIA LUCILLE EDWARDS BOWMAN - February 13, 2012 at 02:45 PM

We thank Marvin for all his hard work on the Koch Family Book. My
mom Lucille Koch Edwards, his first cousin lived to be almost 92
and her brother, Kenneth lived to be 94. They were a fine family. He
will be missed. 

 Patricia Edwards Bowman
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Mines family - February 10, 2012 at 12:57 PM

May the God of all comfort become your refuge and strength, until
he reunites love ones into the arms of their families. (John 11:
25,26). Please accept our deepest sympathies.

Gladys Kottwitz - February 06, 2012 at 09:26 AM

My dad spoke often of Marvin and lots of memories...my dad, Frank
Kottwitz, is almost 94. I have been taking care of the Kottwitz family
history book, so I will see that this date of February 4 is entered and
will send the books like Marvin requested. My sincere condolences
to the family. God Bless You All. 

  
Gladys Kottwitz Smith 

 Osceola Missouri

Richard & Jennifer Smith - February 06, 2012 at 09:09 AM

With fond remembrances we wish to express our sympathy in the
passing of your husband and father. 
Vera Smith & 

 Richard & Jennifer Smith

PS

Phyllis Berger Smith - February 09, 2012 at 02:39 PM

My daughter Carla Ballard and I had the pleasure of meeting Marvin
and his wife about ten years while visiting Ashville. I had been
contributing my part of the family history for his book and am pleased
that we were able to talk to him and his wife. From our brief visit I
would agree with all the things that were said about Marvin. I especially
like to look at his family geaiology book which took a lot of work and is
very intereresting. My sympathy to his wife and family.

  
Phyllis Berger Smith


