
Mary Taylor Todd
November 25, 1931 - October 17, 2018

Mary Taylor Todd, 86, of Black Mountain died Wednesday, October 17, 2018.
Born November 25, 1931 in Winston-Salem, NC, she was the daughter of the
late Archibald Boggs and Margaret Webb Taylor. She was preceded in death
by her son, Wayne Perrin Todd Jr. in 2011 and her siblings; Archibald Boggs
Taylor, a missionary to Japan for 40 years and Elizabeth Taylor Zipf. 

 

Mary met her first husband Wayne Perrin Todd while attending Southwestern
at Memphis (now Rhodes College). They were married in 1952 and spent
their first year of marriage in Vienna Austria where Wayne was a Fulbright
Scholar. They later lived in Richmond, VA while Wayne attended Union
Seminary. The couple served Atkinson Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Morgan City, LA and were then called to First Presbyterian Church in
Florence, AL. Over the course of their marriage the couple had five children. 

 

During the 34 years they spent at the church in Florence, Mary was a very
active pastor’s wife. She hosted many guests, both local and foreign, serving
the church in many roles. She was a Deacon, Elder, Choir member and
served on many various committees. Over the years, Mary held several
different jobs; she taught at Genesis Alternative School, was a Librarian at
Hibbett Junior High School and was an Administrator at the YMCA of the
Shoals. She still found time to serve on the PTA and volunteer at her
childrens’ schools. 



After moving to Asheville in 1997 and the death of Wayne, Mary became
active in the First Presbyterian Church of Asheville where she was the
recipient of the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership. She led Bible
studies in the Presbyterian Women’s group and made bread for communion.
She enjoyed serving meals for A-HOPE and Saturday Sanctuary and helping
to host Room at the Inn. Mary also served part-time as a funeral associate at
Morris Funeral Home for many years. 

 

In 2008, Mary married Robert Montgomery. They had met at Southwestern
when Mary was a freshman and Bob was a senior about to go off to Seminary.
They would have been married ten years this December. Mary and Bob spent
the last five years as residents of Givens Highland Farms in Black Mountain,
NC. 

 

Mary was always known for her sweet spirit, her generosity, her kind heart and
willingness to “pitch in” to every job that needed to be done. 

 

She is survived by her husband, Rev. Dr. Robert L. Montgomery; children,
Rev. Dr. Taylor Todd (Abby), Alice Butker (Bennett), Martha Sloan (Ross),
Charlotte Fitzpatrick; daughter-in-law, Donna Marie Todd; nine grandchildren,
Torey, Caroline, Taylor, Robert, Mary, Grayson, Siler, Hunter and Jack; two
great-grandchildren Zachary and Claire; sister, Katharine Taylor Coghill of
Portland, OR and eight nieces and nephews. 

A Service of Witness to the Resurrection and Celebration of the life of Mary
Taylor Todd will be held 2:00 PM, Saturday, November 10, 2018, at the First
Presbyterian Church of Asheville, 40 Church Street, Asheville, NC. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make donations to First
Presbyterian Church, Asheville - https://www.fpcasheville.org/ways-to-give/ or



Homeward Bound of WNC - https://homewardboundwnc.org/donate/
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Teri Morris - November 03, 2018 at 02:23 PM

Martha & Ross, your mother was a very special friend in my life. I
have missed her very much since I moved away. She was beautiful
inside and out and one of the strongest people I have ever known.
May God bring peace to your hearts and home as say goodbye to
such a precious lady. She will be greatly missed. Teri Morris

Patty Lewis - October 25, 2018 at 02:47 PM

Very sorry to hear about Mary. She was a wonderful neighbor and
super driving group partner. 

 Patty Lewis

Joe Sloan - October 25, 2018 at 12:06 PM

Prayers for peace. 
 Joe & Heather Sloan
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Beamer - October 24, 2018 at 03:21 PM

What a gift it has been to know Mary, even for just a few years of
her life. Her gentle spirit and 
her kind ways were a testimony to her love for and faith in Christ.
We give thank for her service to those in need. She will be
remembered as a blessing in our lives. 
Prayers for her beautiful family and all who knew and loved her. 
In the hope of Christ, 
Mike and Terry Beamer

NB
noel beck - October 29, 2018 at 08:47 AM

Mary was a great friend to me and our family, a wonderful influence in
all our lives. My love to all the family, Noël M Beck

Marti Franks - October 24, 2018 at 02:53 PM

I am so very sorry for your loss. My thoughts are with you. 
 Marti Franks
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JEAN SHEAROUSE - October 19, 2018 at 05:06 PM

TO THE FAMILY OF MARY TAYLOR TODD: 
  

JUST WANTED TO SEND YOU ALL THIS SHORT NOTE TO LET
YOU ALL KNOW THAT YOU ALL ARE IN MY THOUGHTS & IN
MY PRAYERS EVERY DAY 
( ESPECIALLY AT THIS DIFFICULT TIME). MAY GOD BLESS YOU
ALL ALWAYS & KEEP YOU ALL IN HIS LOVING CARE. i HAVE
KNOWN MARY TODD & MOST OF HER FAMILY FOR MANY
YEARS AS I AM A MEMBER OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF ASHEVILLE WHERE THEY BELONG. 

  
LOVE IN CHRIST, 

  
JEAN SHEAROUSE 

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ASHEVILLE


