
William Leake Hamer
March 24, 1950 - February 24, 2026

William Leake Hamer of Fairview, NC, passed away peacefully on February
24, 2026, surrounded by his family. He was in the care of Valor Hospice at
Charles George VA Medical Center in Asheville, NC. Billy faced his lengthy
battle with cancer head-on with courage and positivity. 

Billy was born on March 24, 1950, in Clinton, SC. He was the son of the late
Robert Pickett Hamer and Lydie Holland Leake Hamer. In addition to his
parents, Billy was preceded in death by his brother Robert “Bobby” Hamer. He
was affectionately called Billy by his family and Bill by his professional
contacts through work. 

After high school, Billy enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. He was
stationed at Camp Lejeune/MCAS New River for four years, where he worked
with precision and careful attention to detail on ejection systems in jets and
helicopters. His service in the Marine Corps taught him discipline, instilled a
strong sense of duty, and gave him pride in teamwork and completing every
task he undertook. 

Billy chose AB Tech’s building program due to its exemplary reputation in the
southeast. This decision launched his long, successful career in cabinetry and
woodworking. He and Marilyn married in the spring of 1974 and moved
together to build their life and make Asheville their home for the next fifty



years. 

Billy began his professional career as a founding partner of Creative
Woodcrafters Inc. The business concentrated on custom cabinets, mostly
kitchens, in residential homes and custom commercial projects. 

In 1990, Billy became a founding partner with Alan Tenan of Forest Millwork
Inc in Asheville, NC. He put his years of experience producing quality
products that were well-regarded in the community into the business. Forest
Millwork became well known as a subcontractor for beautiful kitchens and
interior cabinets in residential homes, corporate and small-business office
spaces, courthouses, church interiors, and many custom jobs that also
required specialized millwork. Billy retired in 2016. 

Billy cherished his family, the center of his life and his greatest joy. He was a
lifelong Carolina Gamecocks fan, loved music, especially the blues, and
enjoyed playing the harmonica. He sought out the Friday night lights of local
high school football games, nostalgic for his own days as a center on his high
school team. He treasured family vacations, especially moments with friends
and loved ones at Lake James. Another deep passion was preparing food on
his beloved Big Green Egg. In retirement, Billy enjoyed peaceful bicycle rides
in Carrier Park in Asheville, NC, and throughout the Peninsula in downtown
Charleston, SC. 

Billy is survived by his wife of 51 years Marilyn Fryfogle Hamer; his daughter
Elizabeth McRae Hamer (husband - Jeff Brooks) of Charleston, SC; his son
Lincoln Heath Hamer (wife - Lindsey) of Weaverville, NC with his grandsons
Heath William Hamer and Pierce Michael Hamer; his sisters Elizabeth Jane
Hamer Crandall of Black Mountain, NC, and Janet Leake Hamer Holcombe
(Scooter) of Cary, NC; and many beloved nieces and nephews. 



A celebration of Billy’s life will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 1:00
pm at Morris Funeral Home in Asheville, NC, with Reverend Edna Jacobs
Banes officiating. Interment will follow at a later date in a private family
gathering at R.P. Hamer, Sr. Cemetery in Little Rock, SC. 

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to: 
Messino Cancer Center 
Charles George Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
Valor Hospice 
Ralph H Johnson VA Hospital 

In lieu of flowers, please honor Billy with memorials to one of the following
organizations: 
• R.P. Hamer, Sr. Cemetery (hamercemetery@gmail.com) 
• Riverlink in Asheville, NC (https://riverlink.org/donate/) 
• HunterSeven Foundation (https://www.hunterseven.org/) 
• The Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation (https://www.cholangiocarcinoma.org/)



Cemetery Details

Robert Pickett Hamer Sr. Cemetery

Off SC-9
Little Rock, SC 29536
hamercemetery@gmail.com
https://sciway3.net/proctor/dillon/cemeteries/
Hamer1_cem.html

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAR 14. 1:00 PM (ET)

Morris Funeral & Cremation Care
304 Merrimon Ave.
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 252-1821
info@morrisfamilycare.com
http://www.morrisfamilycare.com

Officiated by Reverend Edna Jacobs Banes
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Chad Draper - March 08 at 10:42 PM

One of the nicest, most giving people I’ve ever known. He was there
for me during one of the most difficult times in my life. I sure will
miss his laughter… praying for the family…

Myra Stewart - March 05 at 11:09 AM

Don and I were saddened to hear of Billy’s passing. Although we
knew him briefly, we considered him a lifelong friend. He was a true
southern gentleman with a genuine welcoming manner to those in
his presence. We always felt included in some of the family
gatherings at his brother Bob’s house. We are holding his family
close to our hearts in prayer at this time. 
Don and Myra Stewart
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Lorene Bodiam - March 03 at 03:37 PM

Cousin Marilyn and family,
  

Brian and I were so sorry to learn of the news
of Billy's passing. Yet some how these words
seem to fall short, especially given the
personal losses you have experienced over the past couple of years
with your dear sister Pat and now your loving husband. Wow, 50
Years together that is an accomplishment - to be celebrated Marilyn!

 We are wishing you strength at this time and the love of family
members and good friends around you. No one can take away your
sorrow, but we hope the support and loving concern of others will
bring you comfort and strength. We will be holding you close in our
thoughts and prayers and wrapping our arms around you from a
distance. 

  
Love your Canadian cousin Lorene, husband Brian and son Blake
xoxo

Dan Atwood - March 02 at 03:21 PM

Bill and I met about the time he and Marilyn married. We grew close
at A-B tech and from there sprouted Creative Woodcrafters. His
calm demeanor kept me from going off the rails so much I lost
count. Both were good friends and I send my love to Marilyn and
family. So grateful we spoke for the last time recently so I could tell
him how much he meant to me. 
Dan Atwood 
Backwoods of Oregon


